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Mandotory Military Service Fulfillment Chart

P Age 18} Enlisted |
P into preliminory
militovy sevvice

Preliminary
nilitary
service

Age 1} Dvoft
physical

exominotion

Draoft
physical
examination

Wartime
Labor
Service

Gvode VY Social

sevvice pevsonnel

Resevve Fovce

~N

the age of 20-35 the age of 40

the age of 18 the age of 19

Ordinary T P

S - ctive duty, supplementary
COhSCl"IP'l'IOh > Draft th:lcal (social service personnel, etc.) thlaser}/e 1‘tor<_:e_/
examination and altemnative service call up for training

candidates )

the age of 19-24 the age of 25-37 the age of 38-40)

the age of 18

Overseas > Draft physical examination / Overseas travel permitted nggi,Te
conscription postponed / military duty postponed service

Emigrants

% Abolition of overseas travel permit for individuals under the age of 24 (effective from January 1, 2007)
Exemptions from conscription and enlistment: the age of 38 (effective from January 1, 2011)

WWW.MMa.go.kr




1 Permission for Overseas Travel

30

| Permission Subjects

If persons liable for military service who are the age of 25 or older and have not fulfilled
mandatory military service intend to travel overseas (stay overseas), they must obtain
permission for overseas travel (period extension) from the Commissioner of Military
Manpower Administration (MMA), and those who left the country before turning the age
of 25 must obtain permission for overseas travel (period extension) from the age of 24 to
January 15 of the year they turn the age of 25b.

% Persons who are in supplementary and alternative service also must obtain permission for overseas
travel even if they are under the age of 24.

| Required Documents

* 1 copy of the Permission for Overseas Travel (Period Extension) application
* 1 copy of the document proving the purpose of the travel

| Submission Organizations

» Competent Regional Office of Military Manpower
* Diplomatic missions with jurisdictions over the place of stay

% Permission for Overseas Travel (Period Extension) can be applied online.
However, it excludes overseas emigration or overseas employment that needs factual confirmation
of the heads from diplomatic missions.

| Permission Subjects Period by Purpose of Travel

Regulations for Processing Works on Overseas Travels of Persons Liable for Military Service
(Military Manpower Administration Instruction) [Table 1]. as of Oct. 19, 2026

’ Purpose Permission Subjects Permission Period Required Documents

1. Short=Term | A. Preliminary military service | Can be permitted as follows within a | A) Confirmation of the sanctions upon
Overseas and subject to call-up of | range not exceeding the age of 27. the violation of the duty under the
Travel social service personnel and | However, permission may be given up permission

alternative service personnel.
However, among preliminary
military service, medical,
judicial, religious, or veterinary
cadet officers and persons
to be assigned to officers
in basic branches of the
army(referred to as “cadet
officers in special branches
of the army” in Table 1) are
permitted according to ltem
B.

to the age of 28 to individuals who can
postpone to the age of 28 pursuant to
Article 124(1)4 of the Decree, or the age
of 30 for individuals who fall under the
provisions of Article 17(1)5 of the
Regulations on the Call-up of Social Service
Personnel.

1) Within one month at a time. In this
case, the extension of the period for
the same reason cannot be permitted
more than twice,

[Form No. 12]

Military Service Information for Korean Nationals Residing Overseas Liable for Military Service 2026



Purpose

Permission Subjects

Permission Period

Required Documents

1. Short-Term
Overseas
Travel

2) within 2 years in total,

3) up to 5 days before the date of
enlistment, if the date of enlistment is
determined. In this case, period
extension will not be permitted and
if the subject fails to return within
the expiration date of the permission
period, he cannot be re—permitted as
short-term overseas travel.

B. Social service personnel,
art and sports personnel,
alternative service personnel,
expert research personnel
(including persons to be
assigned to expert research
personnel service under
Article 37(2) of the Act),
industrial technical personnel,
public health doctors, doctors
exclusively in charge of the
draft physical examination,
public-service advocates,
public quarantine veterinarians,
and cadet officers in special
branches of the army, etc.

Can be permitted to one of the following
periods, within a range of one month per
permission(for research personnel who
fall under Article 78-4 or Article 88(1)2
of the Decree, within the range of one
month of the grace period or the study
period). In this case, the extension of
the period for the same reason is not
permitted:

1) For those in service, study, or
training, within the range of period
recommended by the head of the
affiliated agency or company

2) For those who are waiting to enlist
due to completion of training courses
at training institutes or resignation,
or those who are returned, dismissed
or retired from the military unit,
within the range not affecting the
enlistment
However, up to 5 days before the
date of enlistment, if the date of
enlistment is determined.

For those who yet to be assigned
to service agency or company after
being transferred to pertinent military
register or are waiting for transfer,
within the range not affecting the
assignment or transfer

w
=

A) Recommendation letter from the head
of the affiliated agency or the company

[Form No. 7]

* Recommendation period shall comply
with the period set forth in the rules of
the individual service management, if
not, cannot exceed the vacation period

The following people are exempted
from the submission of recommendation
letter: M Those who are waiting to
enlist due to completion of their studies
or resignation from the training
institutes or those who are returned,
dismissed, or retired from the military
unit, @ those who are yet to be
assigned to service agency and
companies after being transferred to
pertinent military register or are waiting
for transfer, or @ the persons to be
assigned to expert research personnel
service pursuant to Article 37(2) of
the Act

B) Confirmation of the sanction upon

the violation of the duty under the
permission [Form No. 12]

C) Documents that can prove the purpose
of travel such as flight ticket and
itinerary

* Those whose permission period is

mor)e than 16 days and fall under 2)

*

or3

2. Study
Abroad

A. Preliminary military service
and subject to call-up of
social service personnel and
alternative service personnel

1) From 6 months before the expected
entrance date to 6 months after the
expected graduation date, within the
range of age limits by school excluding
high school pursuant to Article 124 of
the Decree (hereinafter referred to as
the “age limits by school” in Table 1)

2) If already attending schools in foreign
countries, until 6 months after the
expected graduation date within the
period of adding one year to the age
limits by school. Except, in the case
a doctorate degree can be obtained
by June of the year the person turns
30, then until June 30 of the year he
turns 30

A) Certificate of Admission or Certificate
of Enrollment

B) Confirmation of attendance(admission)
by the head of diplomatic missions
abroad [Form No. 5]

(Only if submitted to the head of
diplomatic missions abroad)

* Among students studying abroad,
those who enter a higher education
in a third country can submit the
documents at the diplomatic missions
at the place of stay

C) Confirmation on the Overseas Academic
Background [Form No. 6]

D) Enrollment (Admission) Statement
[Form No. 13]
(Only if submitted to the director of
regional military manpower office)

E) Recommendation letter from the
head of affiliated agency [Form No. 7]
(If subject to permission under item
A, applies only to cadet officers in
special branches, etc.)
* Submission omitted for dismissal or
resignation

F) Confirmation of the sanction upon
the violation of the duty under the
permission [Form No. 12]

* ‘Short-term overseas travel refers to the act of leaving the country within the period of one month for the purpose of temporary

stay, such as tourism and family visit.
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Purpose Permission Subjects Permission Period Required Documents
2. Study 3) An admitted student who did not | A) Certificate of (expected) graduation
Abroad receive his admission permission due | g) Enroliment (Admission) Statement
to a difference in semester, etc., up [Form No. 13]
to homle \far vvithhinl thﬁ agehlimitsl by (Only if submitted to the director of
isncte[r)w%sotge?wtsecr ool where the subject | regional military manpower office)
C) Confirmation of the sanction upon
the violation of the duty under the
permission [Form No. 12]
B. Art and sports personnel From 6 months before the expected | Same as the required documents in A.
entrance date to 3 months after the
expected graduation date.
However, those who have not completed
the call for military education cannot
exceed the age of 29
3. Training Preliminary  military  service | 1) Within a total range of two years, up to | A) Training plan or certificate of
Abroad and subject to call-up of social | the age of 27. admission(enrollment) of managing
service personnel |and alternative However, those who can extend up institution
service personnel to the age of 28 pursuant to Article issi
However, they will be excluded 124(1)4 of the Decree, up to the age B) [EFrg)rrorll]rR‘%nt1(§dm|53|on) Statement
in the following cases: of 28 i .
(Only if submitted to the director of
) Q’!gﬁn garar?teergonpev;/rmqsshgr? 2) Notwithstanding the conditions regional military manpower office)
1SS mentioned in 1), for period extension, ;
for overseas study for more | \yithin a total rZange gf two ;(ears, up 0 E:a%og? gﬁ%?:élgneﬁt?gofrgﬂg h;j
than two years intends 10| 45 the age of 27, including the initial ©nly f det gﬁc- ¥ ial
participate in language education permission period nly Tor cadet orficers In specia
in the same country However, those who can extend up ,branCh.eS.) ) .
2) When a person participates | to the age of 28 pursuant to Article Subm|sts_|on S
in a employment-based | 124(1)4 of the Decree, up to the age |  ¢>9"2"" .
training(such as OPT, medical | of 28 D) Confirmation of the sanction upon
internship, etc.). However, the violation of the duty under the
if the training is| consideﬂred permission [Form No. 12]
overseas employment,” it
is permitted under No. 6
4. Hands-On Among agriculture, maritime, | Until the practice period A) Recommendation letter from the
Training of | and fishery students, onboard head of school
Agriculture, | ship and overseas practice [Form No. 7]
Maritime, and| trainees B) Confirmation of the sanction upon
Fishery— the violation of the duty under the
Related School ermission
Students FForm No. 12]
5. Crewmen A. Subject to call-up of social | Up to 3 years until the age of 27 A) Onboard, aboard employment
or Cabin service personnel and alternative contract
Attendants service personnel B) Confirmation of the sanction upon
on Ships or ﬂ;e”%/:gg(t)isn of the duty under the
Aircrafts FForm No. 12]
B. Industrial technical personnel | Up to 6 months after the expiration of the | None
mandatory service period from the date
of transfer to industrial technical personnel
C. Onboard ship reserve service | Up to b years from the date of transfer to | None
onboard ship reserve service
6. Overseas A. Subject to call-up of social | Up to 3 years until the age of 27 A) Employment certificate approved
Employment |  service personnel and alternative by the head of diplomatic mission

service personnel

B) Confirmation of the sanction upon
the violation of the duty under the
permission [Form No. 12]

B. Industrial technical personnel
working in the key industrial
enterprise in the construction
field

Up to 3 years until the recommended
period

A) Recommendation letter from the
head of the company [Form No. 7]

B) Confirmation of the sanction upon
the violation of the duty under the
permission [Form No. 12]
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Purpose Permission Subjects Permission Period Required Documents

7. Overseas A. Expert research personnel | Until the period recommended by the | A) Recommendation letter from the
Business (including persons to be | head of the military service-designated | head of affiliated agiency or the
Trip, Joint assigned to expert research | entity, within the range of one year during| ~ company [Form No. 7
Resyearch personnel service under | the mandatory military service period B) Documents that can prove the

ren, Article 37(2) of the Act) and | (for research personnel who fall under | ~ purpose of the business trip, such
Tethlcal industrial technical personnel | Article 78-4 or Article 88(1)2 of the as business trip orders, official
Training, Decree, within the range of five months letters, plans, or contracts
Technical of the grace period or the study period) * tForh t.heI purpose of joi(;\t rtesz?]ar.ch,I
: ; echnical  training and  technica
Guidance However, for the persons to be assigned e Agrticle 874 of the
to expert research personnel under denti
. ! - ecree, the evidentiary document
Article 37(2) of the Act, until the period in accordance with Table 2 of the
recommended by the head of the affiliated Regulations on the Management of
agency, within the range that will not|  the Expert Research Personnel and
affect the transfer Industrial Technical Personnel

C) Confirmation of the sanction upon
the violation of the duty under the
permission [Form No. 12]

B. Social service personnel Until the period recommended by the | A) Recommendation letter from the
head of the affiliated agency R‘eadﬂof the affiliated agency [Form
o.

B) Documents that can prove the purpose
of the business trip, such as business
trip orders, official letters, and business
trip plans

C) Confirmation of the sanction upon
the violation of the duty under the
permission [Form No. 12]

8. Arts and Art and sports personnel Until the period recommended by the | A) Recommendation letter from the
Physical head of the central administrative agency |  central administrative agency
Education B) Confirmation of the sanction upon

the violation of the duty under the
permission [Form No. 12]

9. Measures | Persons subject to the Within the range not exceeding the age | A) Official document on the decision
on extradition of criminals of 37 of extradition of criminals by the
Criminals Minister of Justice

Persons imprisoned in foreign | Until the day of release within the range | A) Imprisonment confirmation document
institutional correction facilities | not exceeding the age of 37 verified through the head of a
diplomatic mission

10. Others Persons who have inevitable | Within 3 months A) Documents that can prove to be an

reasons, such as treatment of inevitable trip

disease or family events and )

whom the director of Region- B) Personal letter of explanation

al Office of Military Manpower C) Confirmation of the sanction upon
deems to have no impediment the violation of the duty under the
to the |mﬁ95|tlon of military ser- armission

vice. In this case, the inevitable pF No. 12

reasons shall be reviewed in [Form No. 12]

accordance with Table 2, provid-

ed that, for an individual whose

date of fulfilment of military

service is being postponed, the

review may take the reason for

such postponement into ac-

count.

| Sanctions upon the Violation of the Duty to Obtain Permission for Overseas Travel

* An imprisonment for less than three years or, for the purpose of evading military service,
an imprisonment for not less than one year and not more than five years (Article 94 of the
Military Service Act)
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. Dis<):|osure of personal information on the MMA website (Article 81-2 of the Military Service
Act

* Restrictions on employment or government-authorized permission or licensing until they
attain the age of 40 (Article 76 of the Military Service Act)

* Refusal of issuance of passport (Article 12 of the Passport Act), invalidity and return of
passport (Articles 13 and 19 of the Passport Act)

* Restriction of overseas travel (Article 70 of the Military Service Act)

| am currently 19 years old and underwent a draft physical examination.
Q7 | need to travel abroad for language study this year, do | need permission from the
MMA?

No, you do not.

The permission for overseas travel from the MMA is only required for individuals who are
the age of 25 or older and have not fulfilled their military service, and those who are in the
supplementary services, such as onboard ship reserve service and social service personnel,
or alternative service personnel. Since you are 19 this year, this does not apply to you.
However, if you plan to stay abroad even after you attain the age of 25, you must obtain
the permission for overseas travel from the commissioner of the Military Manpower
Administration by preparing the required documents according to the purpose of your travel
by January 15 of the year you turn 25.

Age under the Military Service Act

The age under the Military Service Act is expressed solely based on the age in years regardless of the
date of birth. For example, “from the age of OO” means from January 1 of the year the age is attained,
and “to the age of OO” means until December 31 of the year the age is attained.

* Age under the Military Service Act= Current year — year of birth

Q2 If | have received permission for a short-term overseas travel and wish to extend
the period, must | return to Korea before one month has passed?

° No, you don’t have to. You can receive the initial permission for short-term overseas travel
for one month and then apply for an extension of the permission period from abroad up to
two times. Therefore, you can stay abroad for up to three months per departure, and the

total permission period is up to two years in aggregate.

% After receiving a one—month permission for short-term overseas travel in Korea, the
period can be extended up to two times from abroad for each departure
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Q4

03

Until when can | receive permission for overseas travel for the purpose of studying
abroad?

You can receive permission within the age limit by school.

However, if you find it difficult to graduate or obtain a degree within that period, you can
receive permission for up to 6 months beyond the expected graduation (degree acquisition)
date within the range of one additional year. For doctorate programs where degree acquisition
is possible, the permission can be given until June of the year you turn the age of 30.

Age limit by school

* (Bachelor's Program) 4-year program: the age of 24, b-year program: the age of 25, 6-year program:
the age of 26 (the age of 27 for the schools of medicine, dentistry, oriental medicine, veterinary
medicine, or pharmacy)

* (Master's Program) 2-year program: the age of 26, more than 2 years: the age of 27 (the age of 28 for
the graduate schools of medicine, dentistry, oriental medicine, veterinary medicine, and pharmacy
and medical and dental specialist graduate school)

* (Doctorate Program) the age of 28

| am a 24-year—old student studying in a university abroad and have not yet fulfilled
my mandatory military service. | renewed my passport last year and it is still valid.
Do | still need a permission for the overseas travels from the Military Manpower
Administration starting from the age of 25?

Yes, you do.

Even if you hold a valid passport, if you plan to stay abroad beyond the age of 25, you must
receive a permission for overseas travel from the MMA. Please apply for the permission for
overseas travel until January 15 of the year you turn 25.

If you stay abroad without permission, it is a violation of the duty to obtain permission for
overseas travel and can result in sanctions, including criminal penalties and invalidity and
return of passport

It is inconvenient to have to go to a diplomatic mission to apply for permission for
overseas travels (period extension). Is there any other method?

You can also apply online (MMA website www.mma.go.kr).

However, for permissions for overseas travels for the purposes of ‘emigration’ or ‘employment
abroad’ that require the verification of the head of the diplomatic mission, you must apply
directly at the diplomatic mission.

Online Application Process

MMA website (www.mma.go.kr) — Civil service application — Overseas travel/stay
— Apply for permission for overseas travels (period extension)
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Permission for Overseas Travel on the
Ground of Emigration to a Foreign Country

| Permission Period by Purpose of Stay, etc.

Regulations for Processing Works on Overseas Travels of Persons Liable for Military Service
(Military Manpower Administration Instruction) [Table 3]. as of Aug 12, 2026

Permission Subjects Permission Required Documents
Period
1. Preliminary A. Individuals who reside in a foreign country after | Within 6 A) Certificate of family residence
military service and obtaining the country’s conditional or temporary | months of [Regulation Form No. 133]
subject to call-up permanent residency exceeding the ‘
of social service g;?elrg??ﬂe * Can be ocrpitte;:l Ift an |Ind|V|d|uaI
corresponding to item | applies
personnel and conditional for theppermigsion in Koreapp
alternative service or temporary
personnel permanent
residency B) A copy of qualification of stay
. Individuals who reside in Japan after obtaining the | Within 6 (permit)
country's qualifications for stay, such as “spouse | months of * Applicable only for items A to E
of Japanese national,” “spouse of Japanese | exceeding and H(1)
permanent resident,” or “long-term resident.” the expiration
date of the
ermission . .
Seriod of C) Documents verifying the acqui-
stay sition and possession Qf forelgn
citizenship (foreign nationality)
. Individuals who continuously reside in a foreign | Once within | « : ;
country for less than three years after obtaining | 3 years Applicable only for items G and H
the permanent residency (includes permanent
residency, special permanent residency of Japan, _ - _
and residence permit for an indefinite period or D) Basic Certificate under Article
over five years in countries without permanent 15(1)2 of the Act on the Regis—
residency system, but excludes conditional or tration of Family Relations, etc.
temporary permanent residency. Hereinafter ) )
referred to as “permanent residency, etc.” in Table * Applicable only for item H
3). However, this excludes persons who obtained
permanent residency in a country that they do not
live. E) Consent to provide personal
. Individuals who continuously reside in a foreign | Up to the information
country for over three years after obtaining | age of 37 [Form No. 11]

permanent residency, etc. in the country

. Individuals who continuously reside in a foreign

country for over three years with their parents, and
whose either parent have obtained the permanent
residency, etc.

. Individuals who continuously reside in a foreign

country for over five years with their parents.
However, they will be excluded if either parent is
a public official or resident employee dispatched
overseas.

. Individuals who continuously reside in a foreign
country for over three years with parents holding
foreign citizenships (nationality)

* Applicable only for item F

F) Confirmation on overseas emi-
gration declaration

* Applicable only for items | and J

G) Certificate of family relations
records

* Applicable only for items E to G
and H(1) to H(2)
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Permission Subjects

Permission

Required Documents

Period
1. Preliminary H. Multiple 1) Individuals who continuously reside % The submission of the confir-
military service and nationality in a foreign country for over three mation on overseas emigration
subject to call-up years with either parent holding declaration and the certificate
of social service foreign permanent residency or of family relations records can
ersonnel and citizenships (nationality) be omitted by providing consent
p . . to allow the officer-in-charge to
alternative service 2) Individuals who continuously reside verify the facts through the com-
personnel in a foreign country for over five mon administrative information
years before they are 24 with their utilization system in accordance
parents with Article 36 of the Electronic
Government Act
3) Individuals who continuously reside
in a foreign country for over ten H) Other documents to prove
years € :
foreign residency
I. Individuals who declared overseas emigration. How- | Once within | * When the director of Regional
ever, this excludes individuals who made an uncon- | 3 years Office of Military Manpower
nected emigration or a local emigration under Article acknowledges the need of proof
4(2) or (3) of the Emigration Act and who do not
actually reside in the country of emigration stated on
the confirmation on overseas emigration declaration
under Avrticle 5(2) of the Enforcement Decree of the
same Act.
J. Individuals who declared overseas emigration and | Up to the
continuously reside for at least 3 years, including | age of 37
the departure waiting period, in the country of em-
igration stated on the confirmation on overseas
emigration declaration under Article 5(2) of the En-
forcement Decree of the Emigration Act
2. All resources except| When all family members declared overseas | Up to the A) Confirmation on overseas
military medical emigration in accordance with Article 131(2) of the | age of 37 emigration declaration

specialists, public
health doctors,
doctors exclusively
in charge of draft
physical examination,
public-service
advocates, public
quarantine
veterinarians, and
reserve commissioned
officers and
non—-commissioned
officers who did
not complete active
service

Decree

B) Certificate of family relations
records

* The submission of the confir-
mation on overseas emigration
declaration and the certificate
of family relations records can
be omitted by providing consent
to allow the officer-in—charge to
verify the facts through the com-
mon administrative information
utilization system in accordance
with Article 36 of the Electronic
Government Act

% In the case of paragraph 1 item E to H(2), if the person liable for military service is deemed to reside together with his parents
even if he resides in a third country that is not in the country of residency of his parents

WWW.MMa.go.kr




| Submission Organization
* Diplomatic missions with jurisdictions over the place of stay (embassy, consulate general)

| Subject to Restrictions to Permission for Overseas Travel

* Individuals who evaded or evades the draft physical examination, enlistment in military,
or call-up

* Individuals who deserted or deserts from service as social service personnel
* Individuals who violated the duty of obtaining permission for overseas travel

* Overseas emigrants, including those who have obtained permanent residency, whose
military service deferment was cancelled due to long—term stay or for—profit activities in
Korea

* Individuals who inflicted body injury or fraud for the purpose of evading or reducing their
mandatory military service

* Art and sports personnel whose mandatory service periods were extended due to failure
to complete their public interest service

* Individuals who refuse to receive the notice of imposition of mandatory military service
without due cause
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| obtained permanent residency while studying abroad. What is the period for which
| can receive a permission for overseas travel and what is the procedure?

less than three years, you can receive a permission for overseas travel once within a three—
year period, and by continuing to residing in the country for three years or more, you can
receive the permission for overseas travel until the age of 37.
You can receive the permission for overseas travel by preparing the documents to prove the
reasons and submitting them to a relevant diplomatic mission.

@ If you have obtained permanent residency in a foreign country and resided in the country for

| emigrated to a foreign country with my family during childhood and have been

02 residing abroad with my parents since then. | think | had received a postponement
of the military service from the MMA until the age of 37, do | need to obtain
permission for overseas travel?

If a Korean male who has not fulfilled his military service resides abroad, the obligation to
obtain the permission for overseas travel occurs from the age of 25. Even if you have recei
ved a postponement of draft physical examination for the reason of residing abroad, you still
need to obtain a permission for overseas travel.

| have been living in a country without a permanent residency system for over 10
years. Can | obtain a permission for overseas travel until the age of 377

Individuals who have acquired long-term stay permits for an indefinite period or for more
than five years in a country without a permanent residency system can also obtain the
permission for overseas travel permit with a permission period of until the age of 37.

O

| emigrated to the United States with my parents when | was 10, but none of our
Q4 family members has obtained permanent residency yet. Can | obtain a permission
for overseas travel?

the permission for overseas travel permit with a permission period of until the age of 37.
However, if your parents are public officials or resident employees dispatched overseas,
you cannot be considered as a person residing abroad, and therefore, you cannot obtain the
permission.

o If you have been residing abroad with your parents for more than five years, you can obtain
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Revocation of Permission for Qverseas Travel on
the Ground of Emigration to a Foreign Country

| Subject to Revocation of Permission for Overseas Travel

Individuals who postponed their military service for the reasons of overseas emigration can
have their permission for overseas travel revoked and mandatory military service imposed if
they fall under any of the following:

* Individuals who have declared Permanent return in accordance with the Emigration Act
* Individuals who stay in Korea for a total of six months or longer in a period of one year
= However, staying in Korea for the following reasons will not be included in the period of stay in Korea:

1) If the individual stays in Korea for a period of 60 days or less due to his own wedding, childbirth of his spouse, or the
funeral, wedding or 60th birthday of his or his spouse’s siblings, lineal descendants, or ascendants,
2) If the individual stays in Korea for a period of 60 days or less in order to participate in sports contests sponsored by
sports organizations affiliated with the Korean Sports and Olympic Committee as a player or an officer, or
3) If the individual stays in Korea in order to study at one of the following Korean educational program when his parents
or spouse do not stay in Korea:
A) An individual who studies in a Korean education institution (except high school) within a one-year period after the
age limits by school (refer to the answer to Q3 at page 10),
B) An individual who is selected by and studies at an educational program operated and supported by the government
or a public orgnaization for Korean nationals residing abroad, or
* Not applicable to an individual who loses his qualification required for the above educational program, an individual
who is taking a degree course and has passed the age limit in A) by three years or more, or an individual who is
taking a non—degree program whose total period of attendance at school of exceeding 2 years,
C) An individual who attends a language institute affiliated with a Korean educational institution within a total of one
year to learn his native language or culture.

* Individuals who have been engaged in for—profit activities, such as employment in Korea

* If the permission was given under the requirement of residing abroad with his parents,
either parent have declared permanent return or the individual stays in Korea for more than
6 months within a period of one year

= |f the person liable for military service obtains permanent residency during the permission period, he
is eligible for another permission for overseas travel for his permanent residency. In this case, the
permission for overseas will not be revoked even if his either parent stays in Korea for a long-term.

% How to calculate the period of stay in Korea \

* Twithin a period of one year, means the one-year period counted in reverse from the calculation date
E.g.) June 30, 2026 (calculation date) — July 1, 2025 (the day one year has passed when counted in reverse)

* Ta total of six months, means a stay of 183 days or more in Korea, regardless of number of entry into Korea
Fwithin a period of one year,

E.g. 1) If the individual enters Korea on July 1, 2025 and stays continuously until the 183rd day
E.g. 2) If the individual stays a total of 183 days in Korea from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026

/
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| obtained permanent residency in a foreign country and received permission for overseas
travel until the age of 37. At the time of receiving the permission, | was residing with my
parents, but they permanently returned to Korea last year. In this case, will my permission
for overseas travel be revoked?

If you obtained the permission for overseas travel based on your own acquisition of permanent
residency, the cohabitation with your parents and their stay in Korea will not affect the revocation
of your permission for overseas travel.

| obtained permission for overseas travel until the age of 37 based on the reason that |
have been residing abroad with my parents for more than 5 years; however, my parents
plan to return to Korea to spend the rest of their lives in their home country. In this case,
what happens to my mandatory military service?

If you obtained permission for overseas travel based on the requirement of residing abroad
with your parents, both you and your parents’ long-term stay in Korea will be restricted. If your
parents return to Korea for residence, you will also need to return and fulfill your mandatory
military service. However, if you have received permanent residency during the permission
period, you can obtain the permission again for your acquisition of the permanent residency,
and you will not be subject to the mandatory military service even if your parents reside in Korea
for a long-term.

| am currently 30 years old. | was granted a postponement of the military service due
to the acquisition of permanent residency, but the postponement was revoked due to
long-term stay in Korea and | am now about to be enlisted as on active duty. Can | travel
overseas before the enlistment?

Overseas travel is restricted. However, you can obtain the permission for overseas travel within
a three—-month period for the following reasons:

© Death of your spouse or your or your spouse’s siblings, direct descendant, or ascendant
residing abroad, @ treatment of an illness that cannot be treated in Korea, and © organizing
personal affairs for enlistment or call (limited to one occasion).

| am studying at a language institute affiliated with OO University to learn Korean. Can |
continue to postpone my military service?

Individuals who have obtained permission to travel overseas due to overseas emigration and
studying at a language institute affiliated with a university within one year to learn their home
country's language and culture are recognized as Korean educational institution students and
can postpone their military service.

| am a permanent resident studying at a university in Korea. Am | allowed to engage in
part-time work or other for—profit activities?

Permission for overseas travel can be revoked and mandatory military service can be imposed
if an individual, who is an overseas emigrant, including permanent resident, and obtained
permission for overseas travel, engages in employment or other for-profit activities while
enrolled in a Korean educational institution.
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Multiple Nationality and Mandatory
Military Service

| What is Multiple Nationality?

When a child is born between parents who are citizens of a country with jus sanguinis
(nationality principle) in a country that adheres to jus soli (territorial principle), the child
simultaneously acquires both citizenships at birth — one from the birthplace and one from
his parent’s nationality.

For example, a child with a Korean father or mother and born in the U.S., which adheres to
the nationality principle, has both South Korean nationality and U.S. citizenship by birth and
therefore has multiple nationality.

% Family relations registration and nationality

Family relations registration does not establish any substantial effect relating to the acquisition or loss of
nationality, but only acts as a follow-up report on the acquisition, loss, or any substantial changes to the nationality
formed by the Nationality Act.

Therefore, even if you have acquired Korean nationality by birth, naturalization, or other ways stipulated by the
Nationality Act but did not take action to register family relations, your substantial status of having acquired the
Korean nationality remains intact.

| Mandatory Military Service of Persons with Multiple Nationality

* Male nationals of the Republic of Korea have mandatory military service duties in accordance
with the Constitution of the Republic of Korea and the Military Service Act.

* Men with multiple nationality can renounce their citizenship until the end of March of the
year they turn 18, and individuals who have exceeded that period have an obligation to
choose their citizenship within a period of two years from the completion or exemption of
mandatory military service.

(Note: Addition of Article 14-2 (Special Cases concerning renunciation of Nationality

of the Republic of Korea) of the Nationality Act (October 1, 2022))

Individuals who were born abroad (including those left the country before they turn the age of 6, excluding those
born from maternity trip) and have continuously resided abroad, and have valid reasons for not being able to
renounce their nationality before March of the year they turn the age of 18 can be granted exceptional renunciation
of nationality through the deliberation of the Ministry of Justice if they meet certain legal requirements.

* Permission for overseas travel for persons with multiple nationality residing abroad (refer
to permission for overseas travel due to overseas emigration in P.12)

- Individuals who continuously resided abroad for more than three years with their either
parent holding foreign permanent residency or citizenship (foreign nationality)

- Individuals who continuously resided abroad for more than five years before the age of
24 with their parents

- Individuals who continuously resided abroad for more than 10 years
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Q3

| am a person with multiple nationalities born abroad. My parents are residing in Korea but
| am residing abroad. In this case, what will happen to my mandatory military service?

Since persons with multiple nationality has South Korean nationality as well, they are also
subject to mandatory military service. If a Korean male who has not fulfilled his military service
resides abroad, he will have to obtain the permission for overseas travel from the age of 25. If
you have continuously resided abroad for more than 10 years, you can postpone your military
service by receiving the permission for overseas travel until you turn 37.

| am a person with multiple nationality and currently have postponed my mandatory
military service until the age of 37. If | return to Korea for employment, will the mandatory
military service be imposed?

If a person who has been granted a postponement of mandatory military service until the age
of 37 for the purpose of overseas emigration enters Korea and stays for more than 6 months
within a year or engages in for—profit activities such as employment, the postponement of
mandatory military service will be revoked and the mandatory military service will be imposed.

Scope and Criteria of For-Profit Activities

+ If an individual is employed for at least 60 days within a period of one year and receives wages or
salaries, or if the individual engages in various businesses such as agriculture or industry

« |f an individual who is an artist or sportsperson stays in Korea for at least 60 days within a period of
one year and earns income through activities such as broadcasting and participating in sports event,
or if the individual earns more than KRW 10 million in return for providing other personal services

| hold US citizenship and have multiple nationality. If | fulfill my military service in Korea,
can | still maintain my multiple nationality?

Yes, you can maintain your multiple nationality by making a vowing your intention not to exercise
your foreign nationality within two years of fulfilling military service. (However, individuals
whose mother is recognized to have resided abroad with the intention to give foreign nationality
to her child is excluded from this provision)

Vow Not to Exercise a Foreign Nationality

For example, an individual born to Korean parents in the U.S. and hold multiple nationality at birth
can maintain his multiple nationality even after the age of 22, which is the period for choosing his
nationality, if he completes his mandatory military service and submits"Vow Not to Exercise a Foreign
Nationality ,(Form 5-2 of the Enforcement Rules of the Nationality Act) to the regional immigration
office or a diplomatic mission with jurisdiction over the place of stay within two years of the completion
of his mandatory military service.
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5 Second Generation Korean National Residing
Abroad and Mandatory Military Service

| Who are Second Generation Korean National Residing Abroad?

Second generation Korean nationals residing abroad refer to individuals who were born
overseas (including individuals who emigrated overseas before they turn the age of 6), lived
overseas continuously with their parents until the age of 17 by obtaining the nationality,
citizenship, or permanent residence, or residence permit over an indefinite period (including
long-term residence permit of five years or more) from a foreign government, and are
recognized as second generation Korean nationals residing abroad.

In this case, individuals who studied in a Korean school pursuant to Article 2 of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act for up to three years total before they turn the age of 17 are
also deemed to have continuously resided overseas.

% Individuals who have stayed in Korea for more than 90 days within a period of one year between the
age of 7 and 17 are not deemed as second generation Korean nationals residing abroad

| Confirmation (Filing) Authorities
* Diplomatic missions with jurisdiction over the place of stay

» Competent regional military manpower offices

| Required Documents
* A copy of your and parents’ residence permits (permanent residency or citizenship)
* A copy of your passport and, if necessary, a copy of parents’ passport
« Certificate of Family Relations, Basic Certificate, and Birth Certificate (if born overseas)
* Confirmation of Residence of Family Members

| Imposition of Mandatory Military Service

* If the individual declares permanent return to Korea

% An individual who has stayed in Korea for more than three years in total from the age of 18 (from May
29, 2018 for those born before 1993) is not eligible to become a second generation Korean national
residing abroad. Even if the individual has obtained the recognition as a second generation Korean
national residing abroad, his status as a second generation Korean national residing abroad will be
revoked and mandatory military service will be imposed for long-term stay and for—profit activities
in Korea
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In what cases the status of ‘second generation Korean national residing abroad’ lost according
to the Military Service Act?

The status of ‘second generation Korean national residing abroad’ is lost in either of the following
cases:

@ When a permanent return to Korea is declared in accordance with the Overseas Emigration Law.
In this case, the status of ‘second generation Korean national residing abroad’ is lost and the
mandatory military service is imposed at the same time

@ If the period of stay in Korea exceeds three years in total from January 1 of the year the person

turns the age of 18 However, for individuals born before December 31, 1993, if the period of stay
in Korea after May 29, 2018 exceeds three years in total

What does ‘exceed three years in total’ mean?

When the total period of stay in Korea calculated by including the date of entry and excluding the date of
departure exceeds 1,095 days

@ If either parent has declared permanent return to Korea in accordance with the Overseas Emigration Act

However, for individuals born before December 31, 1993, if either parent has declared permanent
return to Korea after May 29, 2018

What happens after the status of ‘second generation Korean national residing abroad’ is lost?
Do | have to fulfill my military service immediately?

No, even if the status of ‘second generation Korean national residing abroad’ is lost, the military
service is postponed until the age of 37 years of age if the requirements for overseas emigration
permission are satisfied in accordance with the Military Service Act. However, if any of the following
occur before the age of 37, the postponement of military service is revoked and the mandatory
military service is imposed:

© If you declare your permanent return to Korea in accordance with the Overseas Emigration Act
@ If you stay in Korea for a total of 6 months or more within a period of one year
® If you engage in employment or other for—profit activities in Korea

= |f your status of ‘second generation Korean national residing abroad’ is lost before you turn the age of
24 and are residing abroad, please apply for the permission for overseas travel through the competent
diplomatic mission until January 15 of the year you turn the age of 25. After the permission is obtained,
your military service will be postponed until the age of 37.

I am a ‘second generation Korean national residing abroad’ born in Japan. | want to study Korea
and plan to enter the country. Is it possible to stay in Korea until graduation from university
and graduate school?

Even if you are a ‘seconddgeneration Korean national residing abroad,” if the period of stay in Korea,
including the study period, exceeds three years, the status of ‘second generation Korean national
residing abroad” will be lost, and if you are yet to reach the age of 24, your permission for overseas
travel that you obtained when the status of ‘second generation Korean national residing abroad’ is
granted is also revoked.

However, the obligation of permission for overseas travel of persons liable for military service occurs
from the age of 25; therefore, if you are over the age of 25 when you finish your studies in Korea and
leave for Japan, please obtain a short—term permission for overseas travel before departure and then
apply for the permission for extension of the period of overseas travel for the purpose of ‘overseas
emigration’ through a competent diplomatic mission.

= However, the permission for overseas travel on the ground of overseas emigration comprehensively
considers the period of stay in Korea and the purpose of stay, and the permission can be restricted if
the requirements for the permission are not met.
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6 Guide on the Voluntary Enlistment of
Permanent Residents, etc.

| What is the Voluntary Enlistment of Permanent Residents, etc.?

This system supports overseas emigrants to establish their identity as a Korean and instill
patriotism through military service in their mother country. It allows the individuals permitted
to travel overseas on the ground of overseas emigration who wish to fulfill their mandatory
military service to perform their military service at their desired time by selecting the date
of draft physical examination and enlistment date. This system also guarantees overseas
travel for maintaining permanent residency by using annual leaves during their military
service period.

| Eligible Applicants

* Individuals who have acquired permanent residency (including conditional or temporary
PR) of a foreign country

* Individuals who have obtained indefinite stay status(including long—term stay status of at
least five years) in any foreign country that has no system under which the permanent
residency status is granted

* Individuals who have obtained permission for overseas travel on the ground of overseas
emigration

* Individuals residing overseas with parents who are registered as overseas Korean nationals
in accordance with the Registration of Overseas Korean Nationals Act for three years or
more and
- the individuals hold multiple nationality (if the individuals have continuously resided
overseas for more than ten years, they will be eligible even if they do not reside overseas
with their parents)

- either parent had obtained foreign permanent residency or citizenship

- the individuals who have resided with their parents who are not public officials or resident
employees dispatched overseas

| Application and Document Submission

* Application: MMA website, competent regional military manpower office.

% How to apply for the ‘voluntary enlistment of permanent residents, etc.’

on the MMA website

* MMA website — Civil Service Application — Overseas Travel/Stay — Application for Voluntary Enlistment of
Permanent Residents — Identification — Select enlistment date and draft physical examination date
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= For individuals to be called for social service personnel, please contact the competent regional military
manpower office in advance regarding available enlistment dates as the quota of the institution is required in
the area of service.

* Required documents: Application for Voluntary Enlistment of Permanent Residents,
certificate of residence status (permanent residence, indefinite=/long-term residence
permit, a copy of Overseas Korean National Register, etc.), certificate of family relationship,
personal information consent form (when registered on the grounds of residence with
parents for more than three years)

| Process of Fulfilling Military Service

* Draft physical examination and enlistment at the desired time
- Can choose the date of draft physical examination
- Can choose an enlistment date within six months of the date of submission of application
form

% Additional selection points will be given when applying as an active recruitment serviceman
(excluding language soldiers and KATUSA)

* A “Military Adaptation Program” is conducted for 1 week after enlisting as a active duty
serviceman for training on Korean culture and military manners (Army Training Center,
once per quarter)

% 1 week of Military Adaptation Program (included in the service period) + 6 weeks of new recruit
training period after admission into the Army Training Center

+ Upon discharge, presented with a “Certificate of Recognition for Voluntary Military Service”

| Enlistment and Completion Dates of the 2027 Military Adaptation Program
(Army Training Center)

* Enlistment Dates : March 2(Tue.), May 17(Mon.), July 5(Mon.), November 15(Mon.)
« Completion Dates : April 13(Tue.), June 29(Tue.), August 17(Tue.), December 28(Tue.)

% Enlistment is also available for individuals wishing to enlist on dates other than those listed above

| Cancellation of Enlistment Application

Individuals wishing to cancel their Voluntary Enlistment of Permanent Residents, etc. due
to circumstances must submit their cancellation application form to the director of the
competent regional military manpower office, before the enlistment date.
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| Guarantee of Overseas Travel and Provision of Flight Expenses

» Active duty servicemen can travel overseas during their annual leave periods, and the
government will provide round-trip flight expenses and domestic travel fees needed for
visiting their country of residence within the scope of the budget (one-way flight expenses
will be provided upon discharge)

¢ For social service personel, round-trip flight expenses for maintaining the permanent
residency are provided, considering the validity of the permanent residency and the period
of stay in the third country (one-way flight expenses will be provided to maintain the
permanent residency upon discharge)

* If the serviceman changes or cancels the travel schedule after the Ministry of National
Defense (Financial Management Corps) pays the airfare to the airline, the fees arising
therefrom shall be borne by the serviceman.

| wish to apply for the ‘Voluntary Enlistment of Permanent Residents, etc.” Can | apply
@ onling?
Yes, you can.
You can apply on the MMA website, which also provides English guidance services. You can
choose the desired date of enlistment and draft physical examination, minimizing the waiting
time in Korea for enlistment.

= MMA website — Application for Civil Affairs — Overseas Travel/Stay — Application for Voluntary
Enlistment of Permanent Residents

o | applied for the ‘Voluntary Enlistment of Permanent Residents, etc.,’ but | had to cancel
it due to circumstances. Can | reapply for the enlistment?

If a person who has canceled the “Voluntary Enlistment of Permanent Residents, etc.” wishes to
reapply, he can only reapply after six months have passed from the date of cancellation.

| applied for the Voluntary Enlistment of Permanent Residents, etc.” and was assigned as
Q3 a social service personnel. During the service as a social service personnel, can | receive
airfare when leaving for the country of permanent residency?

to maintain his permanent residency, the airfare is paid under the consideration of the validity

o When a permanent resident who is serving as a social service personnel visits a foreign country
of the permanent residency and the permissible stay period in the third country.
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| Overseas Travel Procedures
* Active Duty

(@ Provide airfare
MND Financial > o
Management Corps Airline or Travel Agency

@ Apply permission for
overseas travel

@ Issue permission for

Apply for airfare overseas travel
provision (up to 14 days
before departure date) Issue round-trip
flight ticket
Regiment/Bottalion
@ Request for flight ticket
(Contact the person in charge of
your unit)
@ Apply permission for

overseas travel* o
@ lssue permission for

© Apply for airfare overseas travel

provision

® Apply for passport
: ] | tted f hol
e R A _ (Can be omitted for passport holders) . ?g::g;:)rr:[r (;.:.F;)\;ur;% ::t'l':to(;gy
permanent residence - ® Issue passport provincial government)

* Required documents: Letter of Permission for Overseas Travel, Overseas Travel Plans
Some units may require application for leave of absence, inquire the person in charge in your unit for details.

* Social Service Personnel

Military Manpower
Administration

Airline or Travel Agency

® Apply for airfare
provision (up to 60 days
before departure date)

[ Service Organization j @ Provide airfare

@ Apply for alrfare
provision*

® Issue flight ticket (e-ticket)

@ Apply for passport

. . (Can be omitted for passport holders) Q[ Possport issuing authority
Social Service Personnel < = (Passport department at city/
® Issue passport provincial government)

@ Apply for annual leave (service organization) —
apply permission for overseas travel (MMA) —
purchase flight ticket (airline or travel agency)

* Required documents: Application Form for Provision of Airfare for Foreign Permanent Residents, a copy of
explanatory statement for visiting the country of residence, a copy of permanent residence, a copy of passport

= Discharged social service personnel shall directly apply for the airfare to the Regional Office of Military Manpower without
going through the service institution and shall contact MMA for eligibility for airfare payment prior to flight ticket issuance.
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7 MMA Contact Information

| MMA Call Center: 1588-9090

* Civil counseling available anywhere in Korea without area code

| MMA(Overseas Resources Management Division)

* Permission for Overseas Travel 042-481-2955
* Permission for Overseas Emigration 042-481-2756

* MMA website www.mma.go.kr

| Regional Offices Of Military Manpower(ROOMM)

Regional Offices

Work Areas

Permission for Overseas
Travel

Management of Overseas
Emigrants

Seoul ROOMM

02-820-4381~4

02-820-4331,4335

Busan-Ulsan ROOMM

051-667-5356, 5514

051-667-5324

Daegu-Gyeongbuk ROOMM

053-607-6351

053-607-6233

Gyeongin ROOMM

031-240-7296,7299

031-240-7234

Gwangju-Jeonnam ROOMM

062-230-4259

062-230-4233

Daejeon-Chungnam ROOMM

042-250-4329

042-250-4236

Gangwon ROOMM

033-240-6285

033-240-6234

Chungbuk ROOMM

043-270-1259

043-270-1275

Jeonbuk ROOMM

063-281-3257

063-281-3293

Gyeongnam ROOMM

055-279-9356

055-279-9231

Jeju ROOMM

064-720-3286

064-720-3233

Incheon Military Manpower Branch Office

032-740-2500

032-740-2500

North Gyeonggi Military Manpower Branch Office

031-870-0257

031-870-0232

Gangwon Yeongdong Military Manpower Branch Office

033-649-4258

033-649-4243
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